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Psalm 

48

KJV

 1 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his 
holiness.

 2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the 
north, the city of the great King.

 3 God is known in her palaces for a refuge.

 4 For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together.

 5 They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away.

 6 Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.

 7 Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind.

 8 As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God: 
God will establish it for ever. Selah.

 9 We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple.

 10 According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand 
is full of righteousness.

 11 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments.

 12 Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof.

 13 Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation 
following.

 14 For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.



Points from Psalm 48

 Learn through Song

 What is Psalm 48 about?



Learn through song

Sons of Korah

Music provides us with a natural and rhythmic 

way to learn.

ABC song

Books rhythmic Dr Seuss 

“The Cat in the Hat knows a lot about that”. 

studies show  a strong connection between 

literacy and music

learning by doing



2 Corinthians 3

“Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, 

known and read of all men:

3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to 

be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, 

written not with ink, but with the Spirit of 

the living God; not in tables of stone, but in 

fleshy tables of the heart.”

Write psalms in heart / memory



Learn Through 

Music

universal language 

 -vehicle for the communication 

 -Mission work

How does it work

 Studies have shown

 Through emotions and then effects to 

the intellect. 

 Emotion door to mind

 Not just a filler

 Our church actively encourages 

learning music



Learn Through Music

 Use our music for Christ

 . Good church music 

 reinforce the message of the words.

 music should be singable

 Many participate

 Breaks through age barriers

 History

 . The Moravian movement 

 used choirs as one of its chief 
educational and communal functions. 

 Eg Sunday school learn a song about  
unit they are doing etc

 also unifies  through group 
activity

 the Moravian missionaries were the 
first large-scale Protestant missionary 
movement



Music use in 

Bible

Saul

1 Samuel 16:23

And it came to pass, 

when the evil spirit from 

God was upon Saul, that 

David took an harp, and 

played with his hand: so 

Saul was refreshed, and 

was well, and the evil 

spirit departed from him.



2 Chronicles 5:1-14 

1 Thus all the work that Solomon made for the house of the Lord was 
finished: 

13 It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to 
make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord; and when 
they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments 
of musick, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is good; for his mercy 
endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the 
house of the Lord;

14 So that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: 
for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of God.



Meaning of Psalm48
 2 Kings 19:34-36 (KJV)

 34 For I will defend this city, to save 

it, for mine own sake, and for my 

servant David's sake.

 35 And it came to pass that night, that 

the angel of the Lord went out, and 

smote in the camp of the Assyrians an 

hundred fourscore and five thousand: 

and when they arose early in the 

morning, behold, they were all dead 

corpses.

 36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria 

departed, and went and returned, and 

dwelt at Nineveh.

Psalm 46,47,48

• Grouped together

about the same thing

city of Jerusalem  being saved.

• Thought to be around 701BC

• when Sennacherib attacked Jerusalem. 

Sennacherib was the king of Assyria. 

Assyria attacked Jerusalem in 701BC. 

But God protected the city. 

One night, 185 000 Assyrian soldiers 

died. 

• Jehosaphat’s victory : 2 Chron 20



What Psalm 48 means

 1 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness.

 2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the 

city of the great King.

 the *holy mountain is all the city of Jerusalem. Mount Zion is where the temple was built

 The city of God where he came down to earth to dwell in cloud

 built  on the edge of high land, so when you came to it, it looked beautiful. 

 Jerusalem is the city of our God: the joy of whole earth

 3 God is known in her palaces for a refuge.

 4 For, lo, the kings were assembled{Kings of Assyrian Army), they passed by together.

 5 They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away.

 6 Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail. . Perhaps it was the 185 000 

dead bodies



Mt Zion



What Psalm 48 means

 6 Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail. . Perhaps it was the 185 000 dead 
bodies

 7 Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. 

 God destroyed Assyrians just as easily as he could send a wind to destroy a ship! 

 Tarshish was a place in Spain that had the biggest ships in the world at that time

 8 As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God: God will 
establish it for ever. Selah.

 9 We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple.

 10 According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of 
righteousness.

 11 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments.

 12 Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof.

 13 Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation

 following after the war psalmist says remember what happened.

 Tell it to future generations so the will believe , obey and love God for ever (in song and story)

 14 For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.



Psalm 48

 2 Beautiful for situation, 

the joy of the whole 

earth, is mount Zion, on 

the sides of the north, 

the city of the great 

King.


